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ongolia may not be every
recent graduate’s first choice
for a post-Carolina excursion,
but for Alex Mehfar ’01, it’s the perfect
place to help bridge the digital divide.
Fewer people are connected to the Web
in the entire country than on Carolina’s
South Campus — something Mehfar’s
trip will go a long way toward changing.
Mehfar is locating to Mongolia as a
Luce Scholar. The scholarship, funded
by the Henry Luce Foundation of New
York, allows students to live in Asia for
10 months, where it matches the interests of recipients with those of Asian
companies. Mehfar will be working with
DataCom, an Internet service provider
in the capital city of Ulaanbaatar, creating e-commerce opportunities and
expanding Internet services to rural
areas of the country.
Mehfar, a member of the Order of
the Golden Fleece who graduated Phi
Beta Kappa, is one of only 18 Luce
Scholars nationwide and the 22nd UNC
student to win the award since the program began in 1974. UNC is second
only to Harvard in Luce Scholarships,
for which students can apply up to age
29. “The staff at the Luce Foundation
told me the award is aimed at wellrounded students,” says Mehfar, “and
they like students coming out of UNC —
they said UNC students make good
diplomats.”
Although Mehfar never had the
opportunity to study abroad as a
Carolina student, he did have an abbreviated experience in his parents’ native
country of Iran last year. A native of
England, he is now an American citizen,
but he can be drafted into military service in Iran if he stays more than three
months. So Mehfar spent the summer
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